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Call to Order: President Jim Petres called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.  Attendance was 21 

members and guests. 

Invocation: Opening prayer by President Jim Petres  

Pledge of Allegiance:  Led by Jack Morgan 

SAR Pledge: Led by Color Guard Commander Gerald Burkland 

We descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifices established 

the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.  

Approval of Agenda: President Jim Petres asked if there are any corrections or additions for the 

Agenda.  There was one item added.  President Petres asked for a motion to approve the 

Agenda as amended.  A motion was made and seconded.  The motion was approved by a 

unanimous vote of the members present. 

Introduction of Guests: President Jim Petres 

 Tom Thompson – New member transfer from Florida 

 Other guests will be introduced when they are on the agenda. 

Induction of New Members:  President Jim Petres  

 We do not any new members present today. 

 

Special Presentations/Recognitions:  President Jim Petres  

A War Service Medal and Law Enforcement Commendation for Wally Dixon will be presented to 

his wife.  President Petres invited members to accompany him to the Dixon home for the 

presentation. 

President Petres presented a HVC check for $50.00 to Jasmyn Johnston, M.S.C.A.R. President, 

for her project.  President Johnston presented the details of her project to help disabled and 

homeless Veterans at the September meeting of the HVC.  She gave an update on the progress 

of her project today.  Her goal was to collect $1,000.00 to help Veterans.  She has received 

almost $2,000.00. 

Officers’ Reports: 

President:  Chapter Board meeting:  We reviewed Flag Certificate guidelines and  VA Donations. 

We will discuss these items later in the agenda. 
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 Membership: No change from last meeting.  Started with 57, now at 66 

 No applications at National 

 Some prospective members at various stages of process 

Since last meeting, I attended MISSAR BOM, National Leadership meeting in Louisville and 

Great Lakes District meeting in Springfield. 

New Banner – We purchased a new banner for the Michigan Society.  The President 

General matched our purchase so the Society now has two of the banners.  Chapters may 

borrow these for use at special events where appropriate. 

The Great Lakes District Vice President General position rotates among the three states 

and next year it is Michigan’s turn to nominate a candidate.  At the BOM, I was endorsed 

by the Society and again at the GLD meeting last weekend.  If I’m elected at Congress, I’ll 

be the VPG for 2019-2020. 

 

1st Vice President: VP Mickey McGuire was not present to give his report.  President Petres 

discussed events at the CAR meeting that he attended. The meeting was at the Governor’s 

Mansion in Marshall.  One of the books, a kid’s book, was interesting so VP McGuire purchased 

a copy online.  The book was available at the HVC meeting for the members to see.  President 

Petres suggested a copy of the book could be presented to schools as part of the Youth Awards 

program. 

2nd Vice President: VP Elijah Shalis showed everyone an authentic autograph of Major General 

William Heath whom led the Massachusetts Militia at the beginning of the War with a portrait that he 

has in his collection. VP Shalis also discussed the upcoming Patriot Grave Marking of the Rev.  Pvt.  

James Robinson at Elmwood Cemetery in 2019 with the Michigan 1812 Society and their marker.  

Secretary: - Approval of Minutes: Secretary Jack Underwood distributed the revised Meeting 

Minutes of the September 2018 meeting via email.   If there are no corrections or additions 

needed, a motion to approve the minutes as revised is in order.  A motion was made and 

seconded.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of the members present.  

Treasurer’s Report - Acceptance of Financial Reports: Treasurer Jack Hamm reported the 

balance in the check book is $3,001.32.   

He received a thank-you note from the University of Michigan for our $50.00 contribution to 

Clements Library. 
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Wreaths Across America – They would like to receive donations by 11-15-18.  For each $15.00 

contribution, we receive a rebate of $5.00.  If you contribute, be sure to use our ID # M10010P. 

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made and seconded.  The motion was approved 

by a unanimous vote of the members present. 

    

Budget Amendments – President Petres:  Expenditures in two expense lines have been 

exceeded. 

First item is rosettes for new members.  The State Society reimburses chapters for this as 

the new members are approved; however, the chapter purchases them in advance to 

have them on hand.  We also purchase in packages of 10 to take advantage of 12% 

savings.  We have enough to last well into the next year. 

Second item is the expense for refreshments at meetings is over budget.  We budgeted 

$50.00, but have spent just under $79.00, with expenses for the November meeting to be 

determined.  We can review refreshments and how we pay for them going forward, but 

I’d ask that the membership approve a budget increase to cover the expenditures. 

We can address both amendments together or separately.  A motion to increase the 

budget for new member rosettes to $215.00 and the budget for refreshments to $110.00 

was made and seconded.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of the members 

present. 

 

Flag Committee:  Sam Laswell was not available to give his report.  President Petres gave an 

overview of guidelines presented by Flag Committee Chairman Sam Laswell at the BOM 

meeting regarding display of the flag by members and businesses. 

 

Old Business:  

1. Wreaths Across America - The chapter has budgeted money to purchase a number of 
wreaths.  The wreaths are $15 with $5 being returned to the designated organization.  
Donations can be made to the Chapter to purchase a wreath or they can be purchased 
on-line at wreathsacrossamerica.org.  Scroll down to find the link for “find a specific 
group” and you can donate toward the chapter.  Presently our donations are 
designated for the Great Lakes National Cemetery. 
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New Business:   

1. VA Hospital Donation:  There is still $290 (plus jar) in restricted funds designated for 
veterans.  Board approved spending $200 for gift cards.  VA Hospital uses cards for 
veterans in the community, particularly homeless veterans.  VA can’t purchase them 
with VA credit cards, so they ask for them from volunteer groups.  I called and they 
are in need of food and gas cards.  There is a need now before the holidays.  I will 
purchase (or have purchased) cards and will take them to the VAVS committee 
meeting on Monday at 2 pm. 
 

2. Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest:  This is one of the youth contests.  The state winner 
gets $1,000 and the entry is sent to National where the first place is $10,000.  I’ve 
visited two Troops in Northville and talked about the scholarship.  I’ve been in contact 
with an Executive at the Detroit office and Phil Jackson has been in contact with an 
Executive at the Lansing office.  Last weekend, the Scout Council sent out an e-mail 
blast about the scholarship to 68,000 Scout families in Michigan.  We have started 
getting inquiries.  We have several potential contestants for our Chapter.  The entries 
consist of the application which includes information about the Scout’s activities, a 4-
generation ancestor chart and an essay.  Entries must be submitted to the State 
Chairman by December 31st.  When responding, I’m informing the Scout that the 
deadline to the Chapters is December 1st.  When we get entries, I’d like some help 
with the judging, particularly with the essays, especially since I may know some of the 
Scouts as I’m still affiliated with a Troop.  I can help score the points for the Scout’s 
resume.   

 

PROGRAM: Introduction by President Petres - Color Guard Commander Gerald Burkland and 

Compatriot John Raya (Oaks Chapter) presentation about grave marker and 

ceremony for Patriot Joshua Bentley.    

 Compatriot John Raya found an old grave marker in Arizona.  The marker had a tag 

attached that had the name Joshua Bentley on it.  This program describes the search for 

more information about Joshua Bentley.  This search led to the discovery that Joshua 

Bentley rowed Paul Revere across the Charles River on the night of April 18th, 1775 

prior to his ride into Middlesex County to warn of approaching British regular army 

soldiers. 

This is a fascinating story.  You can find more information at: 

   http://www.massar.org/event/grave-marking-of-patriot-joshua-bentley/ 
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Announcements:  

  VAVS Committee Meeting – 2:00 p.m. – VA Hospital, Ann Arbor 

  Veterans Day Ceremony – 11:00 a.m. – Great Lakes National Cemetery, Holly 

  Veterans Day Ceremony – 4:00 p.m. - Cathedral Church of St. Paul’s, Detroit.  

  Veterans Day “Salute to Service” – 6:00 p.m. - Event at Village Theater in Canton  

  Huron Valley Holiday Brunch, Weber’s Inn, Sunday, December 2, 2018 at 11:30 am. 

  Remember to pay membership dues before the end of the year. 

  Wreaths Across America, Saturday, December 15, 2018  

  Next Huron Valley Chapter meeting, Saturday, January 26, 2019    

   

50/50 Raffle:   The raffle amount was $60.00.  The winner of the raffle was Tom Thompson.  

Tom contributed his half ($30.00) to the HVC.   

SAR Recessional:   Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers 

who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a Nation 

of Free Men.  

Benediction: Closing prayer by President Jim Petres  

Adjournment:  A Motion to Adjourn was made and seconded.  The motion was approved by a 

unanimous vote of the members present. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jack A. Underwood, Secretary 
Huron Valley Chapter 
Sons of the American Revolution 
 

 

JAU 20181119 


